
The Best of the Year 2011
Mr. Coia

Name:__________________________________  Date: ________________ Per:______
Begin by watching Google’s 2011 Zeigeist video 

(http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=SAIEamakLoY&noredirect=1)

Station 1: News Year in Review 
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/killing-bin-laden-voted-top-news-story-2011-15178436
Read the new stories from the year. Discuss ones that you remember occurring. Which seemed to be the most important ones? Create two powerful headlines that you would use to report these events.

1.

2.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
Station 2: Words, Words, Words
http://www.merriam-webster.com/the-year-in-words/index.htm
Read Merriam-Wester Online’s Words of the Year.  Look up and define any two of the words that you find interesting.

1.

2. 

Discuss why people looking up these words. What was occurring in the country that would cause people to seek the meaning of these ten.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Station 3: Top Songs and Movies of the Year

Movies: http://boxofficemojo.com/yearly/chart/?yr=2011&p=.htm
Songs: http://www.billboard.com/charts/charts-year-end?year=2011#/charts-year-end/hot-100-songs?year=2011
Discuss in your group what the list has in common. Any patterns?  What aspects of American culture do these seem to deal with?
Your thoughts:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Station 4: Banished Words for 2012
http://www.lssu.edu/banished/
These lists are some of my favorite to read.  Read each with your group.  Which are the ones that you are most familiar with?  Least familiar?  Again, what parts of American culture are highlighted?

Your thoughts:

Add one or two words or phrases that you’d like to see banished for the coming year

1.

2. 

Station 5: Photo Gallery
http://www.life.com/gallery/67641/image/ugc1393781/2011-pictures-of-the-year#index/0
Scroll through the pictures and read the captions.  Find out some more information on a few that interest you.  Why is this selected as one of the top pictures?  What does this gallery say about America and what is important to its citizens?

Your thoughts:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Station 6: Internet Search Terms
http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2011/12/top_10_most_searched_terms_2011_google_yahoo_bing.html
Read through the collected research for what people searched for on the web in 2011. Discuss why people searched for these. Which part of this surprised you most? What was the most visited site? What do you think your most visited site was?
Most visited site of 2011:

Your most visited site in 2011:

Probably your most search terms:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Station 7: Washington Post Top News Searches http://www.washingtonpost.com/conversations/the-top-search-terms-of-2011/2011/12/15/gIQAsbXmwO_gallery.html#photo=12
Read and discuss this listing of common words and phrases that were popular in 2010. Which of these have you never heard of before? Which did you think were funny?

Your thoughts:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Station 8: Facebook Status Terms
http://technolog.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2011/12/07/9274609-osama-bin-ladens-death-tops-2011-facebook-status-updates
Facebook posted its top terms in user statuses for 2011. What caused some of these terms to be the top ones? Which of these have you used this year? If you had to guess words or phrases that you used this year, what would make the top of the list?

Your top status update words/phrases:
---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Small Group Discussion:
Your task is to incorporate what you learned about 2011 with your current thoughts and opinions on the world. Consider these topics to discuss:
· What events/ideas/people will be the history of the future?  What will have lasting effects?  Explain why this is true.

· How are the times changing even in your lifetime?  Is it a positive or negative change?  Why?

· 2011: Is it a monumental year or an insignificant one?

· Explain this quotation in light of your study of the year: “Our life is but a vapor then it is gone.”

· What aspects of American culture is highlighted this year?  Why/how is this so?
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