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PlayDough Minds: Plato vs. Popular Teen Culture ßalways have a creative title
In his Republic, Plato had a higher opinion of children and a higher purpose for
childhood. Contrary to producers, advertisers, and performers, Plato saw boys and girls as
“young and tender thing[s],” and believed that this part of life is the “most important part.”
Childhood, according to Plato, is not important because it presents a lucrative demographic;
rather, it is vital because it is the formation of the character of a future man or woman in society.
It is important because Plato implies that who we are when we are forty begins when we are
four. This is the time in which character is planted and watered. Plato commented that childhood
is “a time when character is being formed and the desired impression is more readily taken.”
What, then, is the “desired impression” in these times? For advertising conglomerates, it is to
sing an annoying jingle, stamp an impressive logo, or a showcase a tanned body for the sole and
unscrupulous purpose of selling products. The desired impression occurring on Madison Avenue
is fueled by product placement and the bottom line. Plato, however, seems to desire a more
virtuous impression for these young minds. [essay not complete]
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