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federal, or national; government derived its power from the citizens, not the states, as
the national government had done under the Articles of Confederation.1 8
Opponents of this system feared that a strong national government would infringe
on their liberty. But, supporters of a federal system, such as James Madison, argued that a
strong national government with distinct state governments could, if properly directed by
constitutional arrangements, actually be a source of expanded liberties and national unity.
The Framers viewed the division of governmental authority between the national government and the states as a means of checking power with power, and providing the people with double security against governmental tyranny. Later, the passage of the Tenth
Amendment, which stated that powers not given to the national government were
reserved by the states or the people, further clarified the federal structure (see chapter 3).
James Madison and many of the Framers clearly feared
putting too much power into the hands of anyone individual or branch of government. Madison's famous words, "Ambition must be made to counteract ambition,"
were widely believed at the Constitutional Convention.
Separation of powers is simply a way of parceling out power among the three
branches of government. Its three key features are:
SEPARATION OF POWERS

1. Three distinct branches of government: the legislative, the executive, and the judicial.

2. Three separately staffed branches of government to exercise these functions.
3. Constitutional equality and independence of each branch.
As illustrated in Figure 2.2, the Framers were careful to create a system in which
law-making, law-enforcing, and law-interpreting functions were assigned to indepen-

FIGURE 2.2 Separation of
Powers and Checks and Balances
under the U.S. Constitution
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